
4th Pyrenean Interdisciplinary Research Event 
(PIREN) 
Ax-les-Thermes, France, February 6–9, 2019. 
 
Organizers: Francesca De Petrillo, Bence Bago, Nicholas Crawford, Saurabh Pant, 

Vivek Venkataraman, Sreemati Mitter 

 
 

DAY 1: Wednesday, February 6 
 
Arrival at Hotel Le Grillon, Ax-les-Thermes  
 
4:00-5:45pm: Opening comments 

• Paul Seabright, IAST Director: “What has happened to religion in the 
world since the Second World War?” 

• Group discussion 
 

 
Dinner  
 
 

 
DAY 1: Thursday, February 7 
 
08:30- 09:00: Breakfast 
 
09:00-10:00: External Speaker: Prerna Singh, Professor, Brown University: “The 
Constructive Potential of Collective Identities”  
 

• 10:00-10:15: Moderated discussion led by Leah Rosenzweig 
 
10:15-10:30: Coffee 
 
10:30-11:30: Panel 1 - Identity in a Dynamic Environment 
          Moderated discussion by Vivek Venkataraman 
 

• 10:30-10:50 - Sreemati Mitter, IAST Research Fellow – “Enforced Identity: 
Israeli Absentee Property Laws, 1950” 

• 10:50-11:10 - Victor Gay, IAST Research Fellow – “War and the Formation of 
Common Identities” 



• 11:10-11:30 – Slimane Dridi, IAST Research Fellow – “Plasticity in 
Evolutionary Games” 

 
 
• 11:30-1: Lunch 

 
1 – 2:00: Meetings with Dr Prerna Singh 
 
4:30-5:30: Panel 2 –Perception of Identity 

     Moderated discussion by Saurabh Pant 
 

• 4:30-4:50 - Bence Bago, IAST Research Fellow – “The Cognitive Psychology of 
Fake News” 

• 4:50-5:10 - Francesca De Petrillo, IAST Research Fellow – “Does Misery Love 
Company? Inequality Aversion and Risk-taking in Capuchin Monkeys” 

• 5:10-5:30 - Giorgia Ponsi, University Sapienza of Rome Research Fellow – “Us 
and Them: Observer’s Face Temperature Predicts Social Categorization Bias 
Induced by (Un)perceived Emotional Stimuli” 

 
 
5:30-6:30:  Panel 3 –Intergroup Relations 

       Moderated discussion by Francesca De Petrillo 
 

• 4:30-4:50 - Saurabh Pant, IAST Research Fellow – “Explaining Militancy 
Among Marginalized Minorities” 

• 4:50-5:10 - Alberto Micheletti, IAST Research Fellow – “My family, Myself, 
My Genes: Conflicting Interests in Human Warfare” 

• 5:10-5:30 - Michael Wilson, University of Minnesota, Associate Professor – 
“Limited Sleeping Sites and the Evolution of Human Identity”  

 
 
8:00 Dinner  
 
 
DAY 2: Friday, February 8 
 
08:30- 09:00: Breakfast 
 
09:00-10:00: External Speaker: Giusi Porciello, University Sapienza of Rome Research 
Fellow – “Multisensory processes underlying self-other distinction: from corporeal 
awareness to social interactions” 
 

• 10:00-10:15: Moderated discussion led by Francesca 
 
10:15-10:30: Coffee 
 



10:30-11:30: Panel 4 - Collective Action 
                      Moderated discussion by Sreemati Mitter 

• 10:30-10:50 - Vivek Venkataraman, IAST Research Fellow – “The social 
mechanics of efficient central-place foraging in hunter-gatherers” 

• 10:50-11:10 - Nick Crawford, IAST Research Fellow - Food Scarcity and 
Collective Action among British Caribbean Slave Communities, c. 1791-1823 

• 11:10-11:30 - Jorge Peña, IAST Assistant Professor- “The Olson conjecture for 
discrete public goods” 

 
 
12:10-1 pm: Lunch 
 
1 – 2:00: Meetings with Dr Giusi Porciello 
 
4:30-5:30:  Panel 5 –Preferences   
                  Moderated discussion by Nicholas Crawford  
 

• 4:30-4:50 - Leah Rosenzweig, IAST Research Fellow – “Informal Citizenship in 
Lagos” 

• 4:50-5:10 - Michael Becher, IAST Assistant Professor – “Accountability Beyond 
Outcomes: Experimental Evidence on Voters and Executive Performance” 

• 5:10-5:30 – Sabine Nobel, IAST Research Fellow – “Mate-Copying in 
Mosquitofish Depends on Female Boldness and Optimal Male Size Differences” 

 
 
 
8:00 Dinner  
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