
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Political violence: Ideology, institutions, 
          and individual motivations” 

 

Why do people participate in political violence as members of 
insurgencies, paramilitary organizations, and state armies, particularly 

violence that targets civilians?  And why do these organizations differ  

sharply in the violence they inflict on civilians?  Individuals join an armed 

group for a wide variety of reasons, posing a challenge to the group,  

which must forge an organization with at least some level of cohesion  

and discipline.  The group must both promote and yet also constrain  

violence. How can we best account for variation in patterns of violence 

against civilians, particularly in civil conflicts. 

Ideology is a necessary part of any answer to these questions 
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        We are happy to invite you to our new fall series of Distinguished 
Lectures in the field of Social Sciences. 

The theme for 2014 is “Political Motivation”. The third lecture will be held on: 

        December 4, at 18:00 at University Toulouse 1 Capitole 
                 (Amphitheater CUJAS - 2 rue des Puits-Creusés - 31000 Toulouse). 

 

Elisabeth WOOD is an internationally renowned political scientist 
 from Yale University who will talk on 

  “Political violence: Ideology, institutions, and individual motivations”. 
 
 

Looking forward to welcoming you. 
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Please visit: http://www.iast.fr/2014/dl3 
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